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REACH OUT. ACT. RESPOND. 

Go to AnimalPlanet.com/ROAR and find out how 
you can be a voice for animals everywhere! 
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i dually, the wind scorpion is not 
# »a scorpion but another kind of 
arachnid. Compared to its spider 
relatives, it does seem to move as fast 
as the wind, though, reaching speeds 
of up to 10 miles per hour. Its legs end 
in sticky suction cup-like suckers that 
make it easy for the wind scorpion 
to climb and hold onto prey. Wind 
scorpions can be found in the dry 
areas of most parts of the world. 
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Tiger Beetles 
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he black mamba of Africa is the fastest 
snake around. It can reach top speeds of 10 
to 12 miles per hour in short bursts over level 
ground. When hunting small animals, a black 
mamba delivers one bite to the neck and waits 
for its venom to take effect. Only two drops of 
this highly toxic venom can kill a human. 
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Shortfln Mako 

*he shn Shark 

9 k' ° rtfin mak ° ^ark has been 

-wrr;r ,terth, " 22 "'"« 

world's fastest shark ', S £ mjk ' n 8 “ tl,c 
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r California Sea Lion 

E asily reaching speeds of up to 25 miles per hour, 
California sea lions are the fastest pinnipeds (a 
family of meat-eating sea mammals that includes seals 
and walruses) in the ocean. They can dive up to 240 feet 
deep in pursuit of squid, octopi, rockfish, and the many 
other sea creatures they like to eat. 

On land, California sea lions use their large back 
flippers to help them move about. Noisy and social, 
they often gather in large groups at favorite resting 
places, like Pier 39 in San Francisco, California, where 
they’ve been entertaining tourists since 1990. Many of 
the trained seals you can see in zoos or aquariums are 
actually the smart and playful California sea lions. 
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Dragonfly 


Dragonflies have compound eyes, with each one 
made up of as many as 30,000 lenses. 
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Too much 
late-night TV. 
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AT so ,on 8 ago cheetahs were 
* V being killed in great numbers for 
their beautiful pelts. Although hunting 
cheetahs is now 


against the law, these 
cats are threatened in another wav. As 


The fovea, an area inside a 
cheetah's retina, allows the cat to 
focus with great precision on distant 
prey. The long, black tear marks 
under each eye help to lessen the 
sun's glare. 
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Flying Lessons 


P eregrine raicous 

about high-speed flying- >" 

they reached a certain speed Sc, 
didn’t happen to peregrine falcc 
cone sticking slightly out of eacl 
into the falcons’ lungs, manmad 

allowing them to keep operating 


In winter, peregrines that breed in northern 
Canada migrate to South America, a distance 
of more thanj 5,000 miles. 

Peregrine falcons usually nest on mountaintops 
and cliffs, but in cities, they nest on the ledges 
of tall buildings. 
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« Ta*s* er 

T he tarsier of Southeast Asia can jump as far 
_ as 6 feet and as high as 5 feet, while twisting 
its body in midair and extending its fingers to 
grab a branch. Its tail is used for support and 
balance while its long fingers give it the ability 
to grasp almost any surface. The tarsier has the 
largest eyes relative to its overall size than any 
other animal, and it can swivel its neck 180 
degrees in either direction— which helps A spot 
and catch small prey in pitch darkness. 



Flying Snakes 

lying snakes? The idea of venomous anim; 
swooping down out of the sky may make 
nervous, but don’t worry; these tree- 
ling snakes from Asia’s rainforests are onh 
y venom °us. Flying snakes don’t really 
ther; rather, they jump from tree to tree, 
■nmg their bodies as much as possible and 
lg as far as 330 feet through the air. 


; the longest legs for its body 

lt family and has been known 

L p in the air to catch a bird. A 

lt , it is found in the savannas 

= it hunts from dusk through 

; sight and keen hearing to 

has a lizard, rabbit, or even a 

5 the serval quietly approache: 
Before killing it, however, this 


c Uco called cougars, 

“"lirth best jum P «s 

mounts, are 

LP able of covering 30 feet 
Jnpreyiswhitetaildeer^ 

elk rabbit, raccoon, wild p 

ls Mountain lions are great 

n to the ground from as high 

I prey. They ate most a« ve 

Swi-r 

,• l, u^nrs as well. 


pumas, or 
of the cat 

single bound. 

but they also 

g, armadillo, 
climbers and 

as 60 feet in 
from dusk 
, to hunt during 








Gann® 


lt soars higher than 
- s its nosedive from 
beneath the skin 
allowing the 
hour without 
30 feet down, 
to chase and 
large bird 


met is a powernn 

seabirds. The gannet start 

in the air. Built-in an-bags 

e and chest inflate on impact, 

o hit the water at 90 miles pel 

then continues diving up to- 

eeper then most other bt* go 

- P , D ;„^rnlar vision helps this 


Just five 
more minutes 
^ Mom. 









Emperor penguins spend 
several hours a day 
waterproofing their outer 
feathers with oil that's 
produced by a gland 
below their tail to keep 
the thick layer of down 
closest to their skin dry 
and warm. 
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Whale calves have to breathe more 
often than adults, so when a mother 
whale goes on a deep-diving hunt 
for food, she leaves her calf in the 
care of other whales that protect it 
from predators. ^ 
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they hunt for a large variety of prey including 
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T eafy sea dragons are quite beautiful 
AJand are often captured for sale to 
collectors who keep them in private 
aquariums. Today, leafy sea dragons are 


considered an endangered species, and 
the Australian government has passed 
laws making it illegal for anyone to 
hunt or sell them. • 






depths of the sea where no sunlight filters down, many 
* s P ecies have developed very unique coping skills. Take the 
female anglerfish, for example. Attached to this creature is a 
modified fin that looks like a fishing rod with a glowing lure at 
its end. This glow attracts prey like moths to a light bulb— and 
that s exactly the idea. As fish swim toward it, the anglerfish wai 
with gaping jaws and in a flash, gulps down its fish dinner. 

What makes the anglerfish’s lure light up? A small organ at 
the tip is filled with millions of bacteria that produce light. This 
process of producing light (in other words, light created by 
living animals) is called bioluminescence. An anglerfish uses its 
lure to fish for its food, just the way a human fishes. And prev 
find it irresistible! 


Rah, 

rah, sis boom 
ba. Go, team. 
Go! 


have only one purpose in life: to 
find a female and fasten himself 
to her body. For the rest of his life 
he remains there, fertilizing the 
female's eggs while she provides 
him with nutrients. 





he sand scorpion is blind, dui uui 
doesn’t keep it from a mouthful of moth 
when it’s hungry. This arthropod lacks sight, 
hearing, and smell, but is far from helpless. 

It relies on two kinds of extremely sensitive 
touch receptors. One type responds to sound 
waves made at the ground’s surface, and t e 
other notes vibrations in the sand. If you 
drop just a single grain of sand near a sand 
scorpion, it will move toward it m a flash. 
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Bald eagles aren't really bald. Instead, 
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can track down large prey, 
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off my tail! 


Black Dragonfish 

y&fhile most bioluminescent creatures make blu 
. a L nd IS visible to alJ creatures, the black dragoi 
few fish can see red light, and they all belong to the 
every part of this fish’s body lights up, including its 
eyes. Thanks to its red light, this deep-sea fish can h 
Since only other dragonfish can see its light, this sm 
beam to hone m on prey without giving awav its o W 


e light, which travels farther 
’fish emits red light. Only a 
dragonfish family. Nearly 
belly and organs under its 
unt in complete darkness. 
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n presence. 
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«-he mantis shrimp gets its name mnu - 
? like the praying mantis insect. But t a s w 
shrimp is so powerful that it has been known 
smash aquarium glass. A fearsome carnivore 
that doesn’t eat it first-and with its amazing 

its prey! 

The mantis shrimp not 
light that let it see a much ^ 
also three separate “pupils at 
vision in each eye. (Humans 1 
it to work.) Scientists think tf 
appears invisible to creatures 


only has color receptors tor ultraviolet — 
hinder array of colors than any other creat 
stalk. This gives it trm 
a but require two eyes 



“ c 5dUU aiver iizardhsh is found in the waters 
around North Carolina all the way south 
into the Gulf of Mexico. With its cigar-like body, 
it easily burrows beneath the sand or it simply 
waits motionless, completely hidden by its sandy 
coloration. This sneaky fish waits until a tasty 
morsel floats by, then up it pops to grab its meal 
before the prey has a chance to swim away. 


t an ant or a lion but the larval stage of an 
its name because it’s a wily hunter of ants an. 
lions that live in sandy areas catch their mea^ 
with sand that are usually about 2 inches wid 
, Whatever falls in ends up m the savage jaws 
predators waiting below, buried m the sand, 
i^n nnpns its laws, and lunch is served! 


if iso called the ogre-faced spider, this night- 
f Shunting arachnid has an unusual way of 
ambushing prey. Holding a small, stretchy web 
with its four front legs, the gladiator spider hangs 
upside down a few inches above the ground, 
waiting for an insect to pass beneath. As soon 
as its prey is within range, the spider drops the 
net and captures a tasty midnight treat. 





Trapdoor Spider 
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its body. Trapdoor spiders dig 
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that stay together in groups called P— 
of arching their backs as they leap 
These whales also have a unique 
whales dive deep beneath a 
ound them. The whales blow out 
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>ack whales are highly social animals 
set their name from their unique habit 
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,f fishing called bubble-net feeding. Up o 

herring or other fish and swim in a circle 

ith as they swim, creating a ' net of bubbl 
'blowing bubbles to keep the fish “corralk 
naking extremely loud vocal sounds to sea 
t away by swimming up to the surface, w 
With their mouths wide open, the whales 


• An adult humpback whale's heart 
weighs about 450 pounds — the 
equivalent of three average-sized 
humans! 

• Male humpback whales are known for 

their long, beautiful songs made up of 
repeating patterns of groans, roaring 
sounds, chirps, and trills. As the whales 
sing mostly during the breeding 
season, the songs are probably related 
to mating, but J 

scientists are not THRT S 

sure exactly how. if/illL*.* a 
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Jacl 

C ound throughout Africa and Asia, jackals 
have coloration that helps them hunt under 
cover. Their fur is gold, black, silver, or striped, 
depending on the colors found at their hunting 
grounds. The only member of the dog family to 
mate for life, jackals live in close-knit groups. 
Once prey is spotted, the whole group works 
together to bring it down. These noisy creatures 
communicate with each other using a wide array 
of yips, howls, barks, and yelps. Each family 
member recognizes and understands its own 
group’s patterns of “speech.” 


Solves are noted for their 
ability to overpower really 
big animals such as elk, bison, 
and antelope. They manage it by 
hunting in groups called packs. 

Each member of the wolf pack has 
a role depending on its rank. There 
are usually two leaders called alpha 
wolves, a male and a female. The 
lead wolves let the others know that 
a hunt is on by howling. Wolves 
on a hunt travel single file, with 
one of the alpha wolves leading the 
way. They succeed in making a lull 
only about once in 13 tries. It’s no 
wonder that when they do succeed, 
wolves will gobble up 20 pounds of 
meat at a time! 
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you know that bluefish will eat just ab 
P anything they can catch? They w.I 1 even n 
inimals they don’t need to eat! Muefah-a 
food fish in the United States-have a moult 
viciously sharp teeth, just like piranhas do. T 
average a little over a foot long and travel in 
groups, or schools, of other individuals that 
all about the same sire. When they get rile 
a feeding frenzy, they have been known to a 

almost anything that gets in their way. 


Some dolphins have learned to cooperate with humans 
during runs of fish like mullet. They signal to let the 
fishers know when to cast their nets. In return, the 
humans give the dolphins part of their catch. 
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Nile Crocodile fl 


ome observers have reported seeing 
? lar § e groups of Nile crocodiles 
working together to capture and kill 

large animals. They have a unique 

way of biting off a chunk of meat by 
damping down and then spinning until 
a section of the carcass comes free This 
technique works even better when there 
are other crocodiles around to provide 
an anchor. Nile crocodiles will also gang 
up on a school of fish and herd them 
into the shallows for everyone to share. 


Sometimes large prey carcasses have been found underwater, 
held down by branches. Scientists think this is an example of 
primitive tool use: A lone crocodile bracing the carcass on a 
branch to tear off more meat. M 
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ative to Africa, driver ants live 


In communities plagued 
by mice or roaches, driver 
ants, which make excellent 
exterminators, are considered 
beneficial. 





— ] r — lenomous animals use toxins or poisons to kill prey, to defend themselves 
V^7 from other predators, or both. Their deadly brews may be debgai 
W through tentacles, fangs, stingers, or a proboscis. Prepare to meet ten 

the most venomous animals (at least to their preyl on Eartm 


Shrew 

ith its sharp teeth, long claws, and 
poisonous saliva, the shrew packs a 
mighty punch, especially for such a small 
animal. This mammal has an extremely fast 
metabolism, so it must consume its body 
weight in slugs, worms, snails, and insects 
every day of the year. Some shrew species use 
echolocation to find their prey, emitting high- 
pitched squeals that bounce back to them. 
This fierce little predator is one of just four 
species of mammals that are venomous. 
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Gita Monster 

- ound mainly in North American deserts, 
1 the Gila monster is a slow-moving lizard 
about 2 feet long that dines on animals 
such as snakes, birds, frogs, rats, and smaller 
hzards. This lizard finds food with sensors 
located on its long tongue— it actually tastes 
for scent particles left by prey — then it 
pounces, biting down on its victim. The Gila 
monster s venom flows down its grooved 
teeth into the wound, so the longer it chews, 
the more venom is delivered. 


,42 



*j»his normally passive animal packs a powerful 
1 defense mechanism. When threatened, the 
stingray instantly flicks its long tail at its would- 
be attacker. As the tail makes contact, the barbed 
spine inside breaks through the ray’s skin and 
rips into its victim, delivering powerful venom at 
the same time. The backward-facing barbs make 
it difficult to remove the sting and worsen the 
wound. Waders are sometimes attacked when 
they accidentally step on a stingray hidden in the 
sand. Attacks are painful and dangerous, but if 
treated quickly, are seldom fatal. 


score*®* 

id in Africa and 
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►pie die from this 
Another 
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ssf he yellow fat-tailed scorpion is touiv 
! : Asia, and its scientific name, Androc 
means “southern man killer.” More peo 
scorpion’s sting than from any other species, 
very lethal variety is the Brazilian yellow *orP“” 
like to hide out in termite nests, but now that so mu 
of their habitat has been destroyed, they are hndmg 
thefiway into cities. With medical care a stmg from 
most species of scorpion is seldom fatal. 











Blue-ringed Octopus 

he size of a golf ball, the blue-ringed octopus 
inhabits reefs and tidepools, ranging from 
Australia to Japan. This predator is equipped with 
two kinds of venom — one to kill prey, and another 
to subdue anything that gets in its way. Small, 
beautiful, and deadly, the blue-ringed octopus 
delivers venom 10,000 times more potent than 
cyanide. Within minutes of being bitten, paralysis 
sets in. Unless treatment is started immediately, the 
victim may well die. 


1 If you can see the blue rings on this 
octopus, you are too close! When calm, this 
animal is brown. The blue rings only appear 
when it is excited enough to strike. 

The blue-ringed octopus doesn't make 
its own venom — it gets help from toxin- 
producing bacteria that live in its salivary 
glands. If 
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f you step on a stonefish, 13 is definitely an 
® unlucky number! Thirteen is the number of 
venom-filled spines on the back of this bottom 
dweller, and that venom is what keeps the stonefish, 
which is found in shallow, tropical areas of 
the Indian and Pacific Oceans, fairly safe from 
predators. Its mottled color is difficult to see in 
coral reefs and it sometimes uses its pectoral fins 
to bury itself in the sand along the water’s edge. 

A sting from a stonefish causes terrible pain and 
a great deal of swelling. Stings can also result in 
muscle weakness, temporary paralysis, and shock, 
and symptoms are more severe depending on how 
many spines have punctured the skin. 
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Scientists have recently discovered that some of the 
toxins in cone shell venom may work as painkillers. 
They would like to do more research, but these 
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OX jellyfish 


. ar< ~ transparent so yo 

‘ They ve got no bones or brains, 
most dangerous creatures in the sea. 1 
humans m just one of its stinging cell 
more people in Australia than stonefi: 

Unlike most jellies that drift where 
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With its tentacles stretched 
out, the box jellyfish can 
measure 6 feet in length. The 
bell is about the size of a 
basketball. i 
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Honey pot Ant 

'tAf’th stomachs that grow as big as small grapes, 

* * honeypot ants called repletes hang upside 
down in clusters and gorge on the food the worker 
ants bring them. Though honeypot ants hunt for 
termites and other small insects as well as collect 
pollen and honeydew, they live in dry areas of western 
North America, where food is sometimes limited. So 
when food is scarce, the repletes repay the colony by 
regurgitating “honey” to feed the other ants. 


Gotcha! 





I’ll take 

mine over-easy, 
l. please. a 


Snake 


lir Giant Anteater 

ble to stick its tongue out almost 2 feet, the 
'giant anteater has the longest tongue in the 
d. It uses its sharp claws to break into ant 
’’ then uses its sticky tongue to lap up the 
This creature has been known to eat about 
)0 ants in just one day, but it doesn’t eat 
i all from only one nest. Instead, it leaves 
gh ants in each nest it visits for the colony 
?uild, thus securing its food supply. 
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The itching powder that was once sold 


in novelty stores was made from the 
urticating hairs of tarantulas. -[HAT'S 


l can shoot insects out of the air 
uracy of a rifle. What makes this 
• unusual is that the archerfish has 
: accurately through water as well 
n order to aim, even though water 
Further, archerfish can’t do this by 
ive to learn how. The fish shoots by 
gue against a groove on the roof of its 
; snaps its gills shut to launch a jet of 
•ting morsel. 




he aquatic dragonfly nymph-the young, wingless stage 01 
has an unusual of way hunting. When this voracious : preda 
it uses a deadly harpoon to spear lunch-its own lower hp, u St 
folded under its head! The dragonfly nymph has deadly accu < 
fv sion Unlike most insects (but just like humans), the nym 
eyes have an area where the vision overlaps. This means it can 
on its target and accurately judge the best place to strike. The 
in less than 25 milliseconds, and hooks the prey so it can esc 
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It's said that Native Americans once used 
army ants as sutures. They'd hold the ants 
near the wound and pinch them so their 
jaws would shut anddiold the edges of 
the wound together. The ant's body was 
then removed, leaving the jaws in place 
until the wound healed. 




Snapping Turtle 

nlike most turtles, snapping turtles are not 
well protected by their shells. Their bottom 
shells are so small, they can’t pull themselves in to 
hide. Perhaps that’s why they’re so fierce. On land, 
they raise up their bodies and with jaws open and 
ready to snap, they lunge at intruders. Though 
they have no teeth, snapping turtles use their sharp 
beaks and powerful jaws to grind up the fish, frogs, 
and snakes they like to eat. These fearless reptiles 
have even been known to attack people. 
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£ ustralia’s Tasmanian devil has 
Mas a dog three times its weight 
ferocious marsupial scares off prec 
ear-splitting scream. It hunts at m; 
such as wallabies and wombats, th 
devours them— bones and all 



| y sing its suong 
U sharp teeth, the leopard seal rips 
apart the flesh of prey such as southern 
fur seals and penguins, two of its favorite 
meals. One of the Antarctic’s fiercest 
creatures, the leopard seal will kill a 
penguin quickly then use its teeth to skir 
it, shaking it free of its feathery covering. 
Weighing in at 1,000 pounds and 
reaching a length of 12 feet, the leopard 
ic nnp nredator to avoid at all costs. 
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The leopard seal is one of the few 
marine mammals that preys on other 
marine mammals. 
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| a yenas are the owners 

fl animal kingdom. The 
set of sharp teeth that are 

their prey so they can get 

voracious eaters that one 

body weight in one feedii 

part of their kill, eating n 
skin, teeth, hooves, and 1 
large part of their diet th 


of some of the most powerim - 
ese animals also come fitted out with a 
just the thing for cracking the bones o 
,he soft marrow inside. Hyenas are s 
hyena can consume up to a third ot 
ng frenzy. These animals do not waste any 
1G t only the flesh, but also the hide, hair, 
nf their prey. Bones make up such a 
30n , 6S ^ In nl are almost always whit 
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you order? 



I brush 

and floss after 
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gyocodil® 


the closest things to living 
neir design is so perfect that they ve 
t all in the last 100 million years. A 
enough to pull a full-grown 
feet. Crocodiles have as 


hardly changed at all in : 
large crocodile is strong 
wildebeest completely off its 
many as 68 teeth that can grow as long as 3 inches. 
They use their teeth to grab and pierce their prey. 

To pull it apart, all the croc has to do is tear along 
the dotted line— of puncture marks! A fully-grown 
crocodile can bear down on prey with up to a ton 
and half of pressure. Crocodiles possess the strongest 
H stomach juices of any vertebrate, which helps them 
digest even the thickest piece of bone or horn. 

Because they’re so good at conserving energy, large 
crocodiles can go without food for up to a year, living 
off fats stored in their tails. Today, crocodiles can be 
in th? warm regions of more than 90 countries 


I’m so 
hungry I 
could eat a 
wildebeest. 


A crocodile can leap as high as 
1 0 feet straight up out of the 
water to snatch a bird right out 
of the air! 
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With a sense of smell ten thousand times 
better than a human's, a great white 
shark can detect the presence of a single 
drop of blood dissolved in one million 
gallons of water. -_, c 



Meerkav 


M hlle adult meer kats have some immuni 
* t0 the stin § s of their favorite food, the 
scorin’ 5 large pincers and stinging tail can 
tih inflict plenty of damage. When hunting 
scorpions, meerkats have learned to quickly b 
eir prey s head or abdomen to disable them, 
oung pups, however, must learn this from th 
e ders. The adults provide their young with 
scorpions in different stages of dismemberme, 
to teach them exactlv how 
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rs appear to be master planners. When 
ay, here are ten animals that use their 
extremely well thought-out strategies 


To learn more about meercats, watch 
Meerkat Manor on Animal Planet. 





Sabre-toothed Blenny 


“•“he cleaner wrasse is a fish that makes a 
living picking parasites off other fish. 
However, this friendly fish has an evil twin 
called the sabre-toothed blenny. Sporting the 
same stripes down its side as a cleaner wrasse 
and mimicking its movements, the sabre- 
toothed blenny has a mouthful of teeth like a 
miniature shark! Sidling up close to a client 
fish waiting to be cleaned, the blenny attacks 
and makes off with a mouthful of healthy flesh. 


Termite 

T O raid a termite 
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Woodpecker 

Finch 

he woodpecker finch,] 
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Another name for the Egyptian 
vulture is "pharaoh's chicken." 
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Green Heffon 


f* reen herons are experts at fishing. Most herons 
Ofish to swim near, but green herons go one step further V k 
lures out of wigs or feathers. Besides fashioning styrofoam, 

have been observed using bait sue as ea msec , ^ dropping the bait into 
and crusts of bread they ve retrieve 10 V when a fish rises to the bait, 

the water, they play the snaps up a nice fish dinner. 

extremely intelligent individuals use the technique. 



moS toother animcu 

Xshowmgan^ne 

ols ' , r t Vieir leaves 

branches of the 

termite mounds to 
> term rhimps 

3bse[ vedftro«m8S““ of 

ir t taUh lS ««Uebe B in»m 6 


to using tou«, 

• different types' 

roblem solving- 

,oles, then stick i 

which will dam 

recorded using a sti 

. at the fledge a 
Pnock it down from we 

k ; iff e,e n <obiec«»™ 

these tool-makmg 
culture. 


- hen it 
. turns 
talent for ci 

to use as “f 
dtp for the insect. 

have also been 

hornbills to get 
at fruit to k- 
chimps use 

their children 

of primitive 


SPECIAL REP9RJ 

Nutcrackers 


ST panda nuts, one 
chimpanzee’s favorite 

bZ7 f edinatou gh Shell, 

bands of c h, mpshavefiguredo 

get at the nut inside. Firs 
^refully select stones with J 

handles to use as hammers The 

Practice how to use them. If ft 

too hard, the nutget 

if they don t hit hard enough, the 

wont crack. When they hit it j ustl 

the prize stays intact. • 





Harpy Eagle 

' " he harpy eagle of Central and South 
3 America is the world’s biggest and most 
powerful bird of prey. Females, which are 
larger than males, can reach 3.5 feet in 
length and weigh up to 20 pounds. Pity the 
prey that winds up in this eagle’s talons, 
which are powerful enough to crush bones. 
A harpy eagle’s 7-foot wingspan casts a 
monstrous shadow as it swoops through 
the rainforest to snatch its dinner — a 
monkey, a sloth, or even a deer! 
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Komodo Dragon 

^|#eighing as much as 300 pounds and reaching a length of 10 
™ W feet, the Komodo dragon is the largest lizard in the world. The 
Komodo dragon uses its sharp, jagged teeth to rip apart and devour 
almost anything. It will even ambush such huge prey as a 2,000- 
pound water buffalo. If by chance the prey escapes with only a bite, 
poisonous bacteria in the dragon’s saliva ensure that the victim will 
die. All the dragon has to do is wait until it detects the smell of the 
decomposing body — which can be up to 7 miles away — and then 
head out to eat. 
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Reticulated pythons, which can reach 
33 feet, are generally considered to 
be the longest snake. 
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be hard for an Amur tiger to 
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not hear it stalking them. And 1 
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Crocodile 


a, northern Australia, Indonesia, New Guinea, ar 
i are the largest reptiles, weighing as much as 2,0< 
ong. They are also extremely dangerous and will 

including humans. 

e capable of jumping straight up out of the watei 
jeneath the surface with just their eyes and nostr 
,1 happens by, such as a water buffalo, a monkey, 
h\ One bite from the crocodile’s powerful jaws is 
ia t doesn’t work, it will drag its prey underwater 
i its nrev but swallows it whole or, in the case o 


Male saltwater crocodiles are about 1 7 years old and females 
are about 1 2 before they can breed. They are believed to live 
for about 50 years in the wild. 

Female saltwater crocodiles lay up to 70 eggs in large nest 
mounds built near rivers and streams. 

Saltwater crocodile embryos get oxygen through their egg- 
shells. If the nest mound is flooded, the embryos will drown. 



trunk-like nose, making it easy 
luring breeding season, bulls 

scientists think their nose may 

northern elephant seal bull has 

mouth by 1 1 mches, while the southern 
4 inches. The male southern 
carnivore (meat eater), 


r lephant seal bulls sport a large inflatable 
■ to see how the animals got their name. D 
-hallenge each other with a mighty roar, a 

ict like .trumpet to amplify *e sound. The 

the longer schnozz, overhanging itsi — -- 
elephant seal bull's only overhangs by f 
elephant seal, however, takes the prize for larges, 

maxing out at more than 8,00 stars of the ocean. Capable of 

Southern elephant seals a ^ 8^ for up , 0 , w0 hours at a 

diving several thousand fee , ■ accom plish this remarkable feat by 

time preying on squid and fish. Th y No other sea mammal 

lowering their heart rate to a single bea p eyen the whale, 

can dive as deep or stay underwate for as jlo* ^ a year , t0 breed 

Southern elephant seals congreg ^ J; th ma les spending up to 

and molt. Otherwise, they ate soli sea _„i,h about 90 percent 
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south with a 
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Blowing 
bubbles is fun! 
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• The sounds made by a blue whale are much 
louder than a jet engine yet so low in frequency 
that humans can't hear them. The sounds can, 
however, be heard by another blue whale 
hundreds of miles away. 

• A newborn blue whale calf is more than 20 feet 
long and can weigh up to 3 tons. Each day, it 
consumes about 50 gallons of its mother's 
high-fat milk and gains more than 200 pounds! 


""wild/ 



of nature's tiniest creatures can turn out to be among the most extremely 
terrifying predators. Animals that suck the blood of their prey often sprea 
cLal many of which can paralyze and even hill then v.ct.ms! 


Vampire Fine" 

“f^he vampire finch uses its long, sharp 
- beak to peck at the skin of seabirds 
called boobies until they bleed, and then the 
little vampire drinks their blood. Stranger 
still, scientists think the boobies allow this 
to happen because the pecking resembles 
their own grooming behavior. Perhaps that’s 
why they’re called boobies! During breeding 
season, the vampire finch supplements its 


bloody diet with booby eggs. t 
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Sea Lamprey 

ith rows of sharp teeth lining a sucker- 
like mouth that, when fully opened 
is wider than its body, the sea lamprey is a 
fearsome killer of other fish. Once it fastens 
onto its prey, the lamprey uses its tongue to 
np away scales and skin. It then secretes a 
substance that thins the blood, allowing it to 
feast on the fish’s blood and body fluids until 
it s either had enough or the fish is dead This 
eel-like ocean fish has also invaded the Great 
Lakes, where it’s become a pest in some areas. 
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No, 

it’s not an 
earring! 


ound in rivers, lakes, and streams, this South 
American freshwater fish swims back throug 
the flow of water from a fish’s gills, anchors itself 
inside the gill, and feeds on blood and body 
tissue. It’s feared by swimmers because it will alsc 
follow the trail of blood or urine and lodge hself 
inside an injury or private passageway to feed. 
Once inside another body, the candiru is almost 
impossible to remove except through an operatio 


Vat*P» re 

amon vampire bat is a stealth hunter that 
an cattle, horses, and other hvestock. All th 
,tor needs is about one ounce ot blood mg 
fers to lap its blood meal while its victim is 
The bat has heat-sensitive pits on its face tha 
ck an effective spot to bite. Then it uses its 
th to make a shallow wound. Chemicals in i s 
op the blood flowing while it licks up the i fluid 
br humans, the vampire bat prefers the blood 
A mammals to that of people. 








Mosquito 

id you know that onlvthpt 


v ^ate mosquito bites? It needs 
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-oes have beaks that are both pointed for 
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then the leech wdU^ contact At 
trial and error, rt m osuck 

, e leech walb.«eand^ d8ht . 

ctt to five times its * f f a nd 


Mosquito-borne illnesses have 
caused more human deaths 
than all the wars in history 
put together! tU11T .q 


The Hirudo, or medicinal leech, has 32 brains! 
Doctors used to use it to cure everything from 
headaches to gout. Today, they are used in plastic 
and reconstructive surgery. THAT’S 
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Some ticks release a 
mild painkiller when 
they bite so that a 
person might not know 
that a tick has latched 
on until it has fed. 





algae aquatic organisms similar to plants but lacking roots, stems, 
and leaves 

ambush to hide and then attack without warning 

antenna one of a pair of sensory appendages that serve as an organ 
of touch for insects and crustaceans 

antivenin a substance that counteracts the effects of venom 

arachnid an arthropod with four pairs of legs and a body divided into 
two parts; spiders, mites, and scorpions are arachnids 

arthropod an animal with a segmented body and jointed, external 
skeleton that must be shed in order to grow; insects, spiders, crusta- 
ceans, and centipedes are all arthropods 

bacteria simple one-celled microorganisms, some of which cause 
disease in humans and animals 

baleen a stiff yet elastic substance found in the upper jaws of certain 
whales that is used to filter krill out of seawater 

bioluminescence visible light produced by a chemical reaction 
inside certain organisms; fireflies and many deep-sea animals produce 
bioluminescent light 

blubber a thick layer of fat found in many marine mammals 

camouflage blending in with one's environment due to protective 
coloring 

carcass a dead body 
carnivore a predator that eats flesh 

cartilage tough connective tissue that supports and anchors muscles 

chelicerae an arachnid's fang-like appendages used for grasping 
and piercing 

colony a group of the same type of organisms, which live together 

echolocation a sensory system that allows the animals, such as bats 
and dolphins, to determine the direction and distance of objects based 
on echoes produced from their high-pitched cries 

electroreception an animal's ability to receive and interpret 
electrical impulses 

embryo the earliest stage of a developing organism 

fovea a small part in the retina that is responsible for sharp vision 

habitat the environment in which an animal is normally found 

invertebrate an animal without a backbone 

kelp a type of brown seaweed 

krill tiny shrimp-like crustaceans 


larva the early stage of metamorphosis in many insects, when they 
appear as wingless, often wormlike, creatures 

mammal a warm-blooded animal with a backbone; female mammals 
give birth to live young and produce milk to nourish them; humans, apes, 
and whales are all mammals 

mandible a jaw-like appendage near an insect's mouth 

marsupial a mammal that is born prematurely and continues its 
development outside the womb; most marsupials are found in Australia 
and the Americas 

mimicry when an organism develops over time to look or act like 
another organism in order to protect itself from predators 

nocturnal being most active at night 

nymph an early stage of metamorphosis in certain insects in which 
they resemble smaller, wingless versions of the adults they will become 

parasite an animal that feeds and lives off another animal without 
contributing to the host animal's survival 

pheromone a chemical secretion by a certain animals, especially 
insects, that is often used to attract mates 

% 

pinniped any flesh-eating mammal that lives in water and has a 
streamlined body and flippers; walruses and seals are pinnipeds 

pod a group of marine mammals, such as dolphins or whales 
predator an animal that hunts other animals for food 
prey an animal hunted for food by another animal 

proboscis a trunk or unusually large snout or nose; also the long, 
tubular feeding part of certain animals such as butterflies 

radula a tongue-like organ found in the mouths of snails, slugs, and 
certain other mollusks 

raft a group of penguins 

savanna a flat, tropical or subtropical grassland, usually with 
scattered trees 

species a category or class of animals that share certain character- 
istics; members of the same species can have offspring after mating 

talon the claw of an animal, especially a bird of prey 

urticating hairs barbed hairs that cover a New World tarantula's 
abdomen; some tarantulas flick the hairs at their enemies; if embedded, 
these hairs can cause irritation 

venom a poisonous substance made by certain animals and delivered 
through a bite or a sting 

wingspan the distance between the tips of an animal's wings 
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Books 

Dangerous Animals, by John Siedensticker, Barnes & Noble 
Books, 2003 

Killer Science: Nature's Deadliest Predators, 
by Shelly Silbering, McGraw-Hill, 1999 

Nature's Predators, by Michael Bright, Robin Kerrod, and 
Barbara Taylor, Anness Publishing, Ltd., 2003 



Web Sites 

Animal Planet 

http://animalplanet.com 

Official Web site for Discovery Channel's Amimal Planet, featuring 
fan sites for favorite series, videos, pet guides, games, interactives 
and much more. 

Food Chains and Webs 

http://www.vtaide.com/png/foodchains.htm 

Explains how a food chain works and allows you to create your own. 

National Zoo: Just for Kids 

http://nationalzoo.si.edu/Audiences/kids 

Articles, stories, games, and activities on the world's animals, 

including predators. 
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Africa, 7, 13, 17, 36, 38, 39, 41, 43, 49 

Dragonfly nymph, 51 

Latin America, 73 

Senses, 6, 9,10,12,13,14,16, 24-29, 

African wild dog, 38 

Driver ant, 41 

Leafy sea dragon, 22 

32,37, 42,48, 50, 51,59, 67, 73,74 

Amazonian ant, 35 

Ducks, 53 

Leech, 74 

Serval, 13 

Ambush bug, 30 


Leopards, 18 

Sharks, 8, 19, 29, 59 

Ambush hunting, 30-35 

Eagles, 24, 66 

Leopard seal, 56 

Shortfin mako shark, 8 

Amur (Siberian) tiger, 68 

Echolocation, 16, 26, 37, 42 

Lion, 33 

Shrew, 42 

Angel shark, 19 

Egg-eating snake, 49 

Lizards, 7, 42, 48, 67 

Siberian tiger, 68 

Antarctica, 7, 56 

Eggs, 17, 23,49, 63,69, 72, 74 

Lyme disease, 77 

Six-lined racerunner, 7 

Anteater, 49 

Egyptian vulture, 63 


Size, 8, 9,11,12,13,16,17,29,34, 42, 

Ant lion, 31 

Electroreception, 29 

Malaria, 73 

44, 47,49,55, 56, 59, 63, 66-71,77 

Ants 35, 41,48, 54 

Elephant seal, 70 

Malaysia, 19 

Snails, 45, 52 

Archerfish, 50 

Emperor penguin, 15 

Mantises, 19 

Snakes, 7, 13, 20, 27, 46, 49, 67 

Arctic, 68 

Encephalitis, 73 

Mantis shrimp, 28 

Snapping turtles, 21, 55 

Argentina 54 

Endangered species, 10, 22, 39, 68 

Matamata, 49 

Snow leopard, 18 

Army ant, 54 


Meerkat, 60 

South America, 11, 54, 56, 66, 67, 72 

Asia, 12, 13, 18, 36, 43, 69 

Falcons, 11 

Migration, 11 

Speed, 6-11,14, 15, 19, 24,47,51 

Assassin bug, 61 

Finch, 72 

Mimicry, 18-23 

Sperm whale, 16 

Athletes, 6-17, 58 

Firefly, 20 

Moles, 25 

Spiders, 12, 31,32, 43, 50, 61,66 

Australia, 6, 20, 22, 43, 44, 46, 47, 55, 69 

Fish, 8,19, 22,23, 26, 29,31,37, 43, 

Mosquito, 74 

Squid, 16, 67 

Australian tiger beetle, 6 

44, 50, 59, 61, 72, 73 

Moths, 19, 73 

Star-nosed mole, 25 

Flea, 76 

Mountain lion, 13 

Stingray, 43 

Bacteria, 23, 44, 66-67, 76 

Flying snake, 13 


Stonefish, 44 

Bats, 26, 73 

Foxes, 30 

New Guinea, 69 

Sydney funnel-web spider, 43 

Bears, 68 

Frogs, 54, 66 

Nile crocodile, 38 


Bedbug, 75 


North America, 7, 42, 48 

Tarantulas, 50, 66 

Beetles, 6, 20 

Galapagos Islands, 62 

North Carolina, 31 

Tarsier, 12 

Bioluminescence, 23, 26 

Gannet, 14 


Tasmanian devil, 55 

Birds, 7, 11,14, 15, 17, 24, 25, 32, 37, 

Gentoo penguin, 7 

Octopi, 44 

Termite assassin bug, 61 

60, 62, 63, 64, 66, 72 

Giant anteater, 49 

Ogre-faced spider, 31 

Tick, 77 

Black dragonfish, 26 

Giant squid, 16, 67 

Orb-web spider, 61 

Tiger beetles, 6 

Black mamba, 7 

Gila monster, 42 

Orca, 40 *► 

Tigers, 68 

Black plague, 76 

Gladiator spider, 31 

Orchid mantis, 19 

Tool-use, 38, 60, 62-65 

Bloodsuckers, 72-77 

Goliath birdeater tarantula, 66 

Otters, 14, 53, 62 

Trapdoor spider, 32 

Bluefish, 37 

Goodall, Jane, 39 

Owls, 25, 32 

Tulip cone shells, 45 

Blue-ringed octopus, 44 

Great horned owl, 32 


Turtles, 21,49, 55 

Blue whale, 71 

Great Lakes, 72 

Pacific Ocean, 44 


Body parts, odd, 48-53 

Great white shark, 59 

Parasites, 61, 73, 76 

United States, 37, 75 

Box jellyfish, 47 

Green anaconda, 67 

Pelicans, 37 


Brazilian yellow scorpion, 43 

Green heron, 64 

Penguins, 7, 15 

Vampire bat, 73 

Butterflies, 73 

Gulf of Mexico, 31 

Peregrine falcon, 11 

Pheromones, 41 

Vampire finch, 72 

Venom and venomous animals, 7, 12, 

California sea lion, 8 

Hammerhead shark, 29 

Pit viper, 27 

13,20, 24,27,31,32, 42-47,50, 53, 

Camouflage, 18-23, 31, 32, 48, 49 

Harpy eagle, 66 

Plague, 76 

61, 66, 67 

Canada, 11, 68 

Hawaii, 19 

Platypus, 53 

Vultures, 17, 63 

Candiru, 72 

Herons, 64 

Poison and poisonous animals, 


Carnivorous caterpillar, 19 

Hirudo (medicinal leech), 74 

42-47, 67 

Water moccasins, 27 

Carnivorous snail, 52 

Honeypot ant, 48 

Polar bear, 68 

West Nile virus, 74 

Caterpillars, 19 

Hudson Bay, 68 

Pythons, 67 

Whales, 16, 34, 40, 71 

Cats, wild, 10, 13, 18, 33, 56, 68 

Humpback whale, 34 


Whelks, 52 

Central America, 56, 66 

Hyena, 57 

Rats, 76 

White pelican, 37 

Chagas' disease, 73 


Rattlesnakes, 27 

Wide-mouth frog, 54 

Chameleon, 48 

India, 49, 69 

Raven, 60 

Wind scorpions, 6, 55 

Cheetah, 10 

Indian Ocean, 44 

Red fox, 30 

Wolves, 25, 36 

Chimpanzees, 39, 65 

Indonesia, 69 

Reticulated pythons, 67 

Woodpecker finch, 62 

Cleaner wrasses, 61 

Inland Taipan snake, 46 

Rocky Mountain spotted fever, 77 

Worms, 74 

Conenose bug, 73 

Insects, 6, 9,19, 20, 30,31,35, 41, 

Rosy wolf snails, 52 


Cone shell, 45 

48, 54, 61, 73, 74, 75, 76 

Ruppell's griffon vulture, 17 

Yellow fat-tailed scorpion, 43 

Cooperative hunting, 36-41 

Intelligence, 60-65 


Yellow fever, 73 

Crocodiles, 38, 47, 58, 69 


Sabre-toothed blenny, 61 

Yersinia pestis, 76 

Cuttlefish, 18 

Jackal, 36 

Jaguar, 56 

Saltwater crocodile, 69 

Sand diver lizardfish, 31 


Darwin, Charles, 62 

Japan, 44 

Sand scorpion, 24 


Death adder, 20 

Jellyfish, 47 

Scorpions, 24, 43 


Deep-sea anglerfish, 23 

Dogs, wild, 36, 38 

Jumping spider, 12 

Seahorses, 22 

Sea lamprey, 72 


Dolphin, 37 

Kissing bug, 73 

Sea lions, 8 


Dragonflies, 9, 51 

Komodo dragon, 67 

Seals, 56, 70 

Sea otters, 14, 62 





Which Do You Think Is the Most Extreme? 


The peregrine falcon, which can go into a 200-mile-per-hour 
nosedive after prey? 

The deep-sea anglerfish, which lures prey with a glowing lure at 
the end of a fin shaped like a fishing rod? 

The hammerhead shark, which uses electroreceptors to locate 
prey and may even have a built-in global-positioning system? 


. 


Animal Planet The Most Extreme Predators gets you up close and personal with the wildest predators in the world. 
Based on the popular Animal Planet television series, this colorful book counts down the top ten predators in 

• some crazy categories, from the most extreme speed demons and masters of disguise to the sneakiest, deadliest, 
and just downright weirdest killing machines on the planet. 

Inside these pages you will discover some of nature's most amazing predators, such as: 

• The Ruppell’s griffon vulture, which can fly as high as 37,000 feet! 

• Flying snakes, which can propel themselves as far as 330 feet through the air! 

• Green herons, which fish for prey with their own homemade lures! 

• The black dragonfish, which hunts for prey by emitting a special red light that other fish cannot see! 

• The great white shark, which can run through as many as 50,000 teeth in its lifetime! 

If you are fascinated by predators, and the more extreme the better, this is the book for you. 

Animal Planet is the only television network dedicated exclusively to the connection between humans and animals. 

* The network brings people of all ages together by tapping into a fundamental fascination with animals through 
an array of fresh programming that includes humor, competition, drama, and spectacle from the animal kingdom. 
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